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The Office of Curriculum & Instruction is pleased to present the winter 2015 edition of the Curriculum Update Newsletter. As you 
can see, South Windsor staff continue to make refinements to our curriculum experiences for the benefit of students. There is much 
to celebrate, and we appreciate the hard work and dedication of all curriculum leaders, teachers, interventionists and staff.  

In the fall edition of Curriculum Update, we highlighted the following resources which are available to support teachers’ personal-
ized professional learning: 
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Literacy 
Hayley Zinn Rowthorn 

hzinnrowthorn@swindsor.k12.ct.us 
 

Mathematics 
Sharon Keegan 

skeegan@swindsor.k12.ct.us 
 

Social Studies 
Gregory Frank 

gfrank@swindsor.k12.ct.us 
 

S.T.E.M. 
Sheryl Mortensen 

smortensen@swindsor.k12.ct.us 
 

World Languages/English Learners 
Karen Stoj 

kstoj@swindsor.k12.ct.us 
 

Technology 
Allan Mothersele 

amothersele@swindsor.k12.ct.us 
 

Music 
Jo-Ann Thomas 

jthomas@swindsor.k12.ct.us 
 

Visual Arts 
Nicholas Canova 

ncanova@swindsor.k12.ct.us 
 

School Counseling - 6-12 
Donna Shea 

dshea@swindsor.k12.ct.us 
 

Special Education - Elementary 
Jessica Kuckel 

jkuckel@swindsor.k12.ct.us 
 

Special Education - Secondary 
Maureen Pearson 

mpearson@swindsor.k12.ct.us 
 
 
 
 
 

Health, Physical Education  
and Athletics 

David Sytulek, Director K-12  
dsytulek@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

 
Travis Edwards,  

Curriculum Coordinator K-8 
tedwards@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

South Windsor Public Schools Curriculum Leaders 

South Windsor Public Schools  1737 Main Street  South Windsor, CT 06074  
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Additionally, at the beginning of the year, the PDEC recommended the allocation of money for individualized PD from our Title II 
grant which supports professional growth and learning. This is a reminder that all teachers have the chance to direct their own 
learning by requesting funds to support a project of their choosing. A “project” can include the purchase of online resources, at-
tendance at a local seminar, ordering books for a teacher book club, etc. The initiative is applicable for any time during the 
school year—not just April 2. The request form, as well as all of the links listed above, is available from the Curriculum and In-
struction page of the website, under “Professional Development and Educator Evaluation.”  
www.southwindsorschools.org/curriculum  

The coming months will be busy as we support CMT and CAPT assessments in Science for grades 5, 8 and 10, as well as SBAC 
assessments for all students in grades 3-8 and 11. On February 2, we launch centralized registration for all students entering or 
transferring into South Windsor Public Schools. Tribes training will be offered to elementary teachers March 3-5 at the South 
Windsor Public Library. (We are exploring options for a Tribes training event for interested middle and high school teachers as 
well.) In May, teachers in grades K-3 will also complete a State Department of Education mandated Reading Survey. More de-
tails about the state assessments and reading survey will be forthcoming. 



This winter teachers and students are im-
mersed in a variety of exciting literacy 
activities. Grade two students are discov-
ering the joy of rhyme and rhythm, and 
finding their poetic voices. Following their 
study of innovators and innovating think-
ing, our fifth graders are now thinking 
about human rights, what they are and 
how to stand up for the rights of others. 
Third graders are working on their folk 
and fairy tales unit, collecting the mes-
sages within and crafting stories of their 

own with messages to pass on to others. In 
kindergarten, first grade and fourth 
grade, students are exploring and pro-
ducing informational texts connected to 
year-long themes. 

With most of the drafting done, the refin-
ing and revising of our literacy curriculum 
units has been ongoing this year. Our 
teachers have been enthusiastic, patient 
and open, offering insightful feedback 
and input, as we have been rethinking the 

order of units in some grade levels and 
the focus and rigor of certain units. Thanks 
to the thoughtful and supportive leader-
ship of the reading consultants at the ele-
mentary level, the wonderful collabora-
tive efforts of the literacy curriculum 
teams, and the hard work on everyone’s 
part to bring these units to life in our 
classrooms!   
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and organizations, and was designed to 
expose girls to some of the different ca-
reer opportunities that exist in the STEM 
field. While there, TEMS students worked 
alongside girls from other area schools in 
a variety of different activities. Some of 
the workshops included computer pro-
gramming, manufacturing, dentistry, elec-
trical circuitry, as well as many others.  It 
was a great opportunity for students to 
not only get exposure to different tech-
nical careers, but spend the day on a 
college campus as well.  The girls were 
accompanied by seventh grade science 
teachers Gino Gaucher, Laurie Chestone, 
and Vicki Stetson, and arranged by Dave 
Anderson. 

Teachers in third and fourth grades par-
ticipated in STEM activities during de-
layed opening time this fall. After design-

ing, 
building, 
testing, 
and re-
design-
ing 
struc-
tures, 
teachers brought the activity back to their 
classroom for students to engage in an 
engineering activities. Pictured is the win-
ning fourth grade design team. 

We continue to eagerly await the State’s 
decision on the Next Generation Science 
Standards. In the meantime, teachers con-
tinue to engage students in inquiry, prob-
lem solving and design activities in antici-
pation of the new Engineering strand in 
the NGSS. 

South Windsor 
participated in 
an “Hour of 
Code” district 
wide in early 
December. Stu-

dents at every level were exposed to 
coding either in the classroom, a computer 
lab, on Chromebook carts, or exploring 
on their own. Computer Science nurtures 
problem-solving skills, logic and creativi-
ty. The response was overwhelmingly pos-
itive from students, teachers and parents. 
The event took place during December 8-
14, 2014, in celebration of Computer 
Science Education Week. 

In late October, 14 seventh grade girls 
participated in the Girls' STEM Expo at 
Manchester Community College. The pro-
gram was sponsored by local businesses 

Literacy Hayley Zinn Rowthorn, Director 

S.T.E.M. Sheryl Mortensen, Director 

During these winter months, all of our Eng-
lish Learner students from Kindergarten 
through 12th grade will be taking the LAS 
Links assessment. The LAS is an English 
proficiency assessment which measures 
speaking, listening, reading, and writing. 
The LAS provides us with a student’s 
growth in English proficiency from last 
school year, within academic and social 
settings across each language domain. 
Our testing window is from January 12— 
March 9.   

Similarly, world language classes at the 
high school will be taking their mid-term 
exams at the end of January. The mid-
term exams provide teachers with im-
portant information regarding students’ 
language proficiency with specific skills 
and language functions. Many exams also 
contain speaking portions where students 
are prompted to respond to questions 
using the target language for a specific 
length of time.  The Sans Sony Language 
lab facilitates testing students speaking.   

Google Apps for education continue to 
be a valuable tool for both teachers and 
students.  The world language Under-
standing by Design curriculum documents 
for world languages are now available 
on the district website.  

 

World Languages/English Learners Karen Stoj, K-12 Curriculum Specialist 
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Each of the five 
elementary 
schools has a 
math intervention-
ist whose job de-
scription includes 

responsibilities beyond just intervention. 
As a result we are pleased to announce 
that the job title has been changed to 
Mathematics Coach and Intervention 
Teacher for the following staff members: 
Jenn Hill, Dawn Campbell, Julie 
Ratajczak, Nancy Bassilakis and Kar-
rieann Noble. They are highly skilled in 
the mathematical practices and common 
core standards. Staff and students are 
fortunate to benefit from their expertise! 
They are currently planning a collabora-
tive Spring Math Night for grade five 
students and parents to be held at Timo-
thy Edwards Middle School. 

The Elementary Math Enrichment program 
is up and running thanks to Pamela Rob-
erts. To-date, she has provided direct 
instruction to 91 students in grades 3-5, 
co-taught in some tier one classes, and 
written enrichment activities that can be 
used by classroom teachers. Pam’s month-
ly newsletter is posted on the curriculum 
and instruction website. 

Third grade students had an opportunity 
to look closely at the Hindu Arabic num-
ber system and compare this base-ten 
system to other base and face value sys-
tems. The project culminated with students 
creating an original number system, which 
was showcased for parents. 

Grade four students spent the fall linking 
the concepts of multiplication and division, 
identifying attributes of numbers, and 

working within the properties of multipli-
cation. Student-generated Jeopardy 
games demonstrated understanding of 
these concepts as the unit ended. 

Fifth graders explored the underlying 
concepts of fractions. Activities ranged 
from frog jumping contests to working 
collaboratively to solve problems de-
signed to promote high-level thinking and 
mathematical discussion.  Some students 
chose to complete and present independ-
ent projects showing how math can be 
used to answer sports related questions 
about such topics as the long jump, base-
ball, tennis, basketball and soccer. 

MathCounts, the math club at Timothy 
Edwards sponsored by the CT Society of 
Professional Engineers, is in full swing. In 
addition to TEMS math teachers/advisors 
Bill Denker and Beth Goldman, the school 
is very fortunate to have 3M (Meriden 
facility) support them locally. The top 
eight scorers from the January competi-
tion will be invited to represent TEMS at 
the Hartford regional MathCounts compe-
tition on February 7 at the University of 
Hartford. MathCounts will also partici-
pate in the New England Math League 
competition at the end of February.   

Nancy Wimer, Mike West, Sharon Kee-
gan and Liz Swanson accompanied 
SWHS Financial Math students in a visit to 
the East Windsor and Hartford campuses 
of Lincoln Technical Institute. This post-
secondary school provides training in Au-
tomotive, Automotive Diesel, Collision, 
Motorcycle, HVAC, Welding, Electrical, 
Culinary and Computer and Network 
Support Technology.  Graduates of Lin-
coln Tech become qualified, skilled techni-

cians that are prepared to enter the 
workforce in 9-12 months. After the tours, 
students were served lunch prepared by 
the culinary students. Thank you Lincoln 
Tech for providing an informative, educa-
tional and fun-filled day!  

Mariamma Devassy challenged her AP 
Calculus class at SWHS to make ginger-
bread houses with the minimum amount of 
surface area with a given volume. Each 
group calculated the dimensions of the 
house and then baked and assembled 
them at home. Students decorated the 
houses as a class in school and then do-
nated them to the Cornerstone soup kitch-
en in Rockville where they were distribut-
ed to children on Christmas Day. 

After a six-year hiatus, the high school 
Math Team is back in action, competing in 
the Capitol Area Math League. Under the 
direction of coach Andrew Brindisi, stu-
dents compete in one meet per month 
from October to March, with the top 
teams qualifying for the state meet held 
in April. The 20-member team practices 
two Wednesdays a month to prepare for 
rounds of extremely challenging prob-
lems, with topics ranging from arithmetic 
to trigonometry. The Bobcats are off to a 
strong start, leading their 14-team divi-
sion with 164 points after the first 3 
meets— in fact, the team has scored the 
most points in its division in each of the 
first three meets! Standouts for the Bob-
cats include senior Anirudh Nuthalapati, 
junior Prathamesh Bang, and freshman 
Carter Cobb. The team hopes to continue 
its success for the remainder of the sea-
son, and build on it for coming years. 

Mathematics Sharon Keegan, K-12 Curriculum Specialist 

Saxophone, Angela Luo- Flute, and Ra-
chel Core- Trombone.  

On February 22, the South Windsor High 
School Wind Ensemble and Chamber Or-
chestra will perform at Symphony Hall in 
Boston. Students will rehearse with a mas-
ter conductor and have ensemble work-
shops and perform at the Hall.  And last, 

but not least, the world premiere of a 
musical composition written exclusively for 
South Windsor by acclaimed director and 
composer Jim Papoulis will be on March 
11 and 12. Students across the district 
are learning this spectacular new piece 
and look forward to working with Mr. 
Papoulis, who will conduct the concert. 

More than 810 of the most musically tal-
ented high school students in the Eastern 
Region of the United States have been 
selected to perform in the 2015 NAFME 
All-Eastern Honors Ensembles. The event 
will be held in Providence, Rhode Island 
April 9-12. Selected to perform in the All-
Eastern Band are Lauren Bagshaw- Alto 

Music Jo-Ann Thomas, Curriculum Coordinator 



The Art department continues its work on 
curriculum development K-12. Elementary 
teachers are working on common units/ 
media scope and sequencing; middle 
school teachers discuss fine tuning the 6-8 
program in response to the re-inclusion of 
6th grade into the curriculum; and the high 
school teachers will continue to investigate 
the nuanced uses of rubrics in formative 
as well as summative applications.  

In addition, the high school teachers are 
gearing up for Scholastics submissions and 

judging, and the whole department con-
tinues to cull student works for highlighting 
in a variety of district art galleries and 
the end of the year K-12 Art show. 

On a final note, at the high school, six 
Intermediate Potters Wheel students and 
teacher Roxanne Lane have contributed 
12 handcrafted mugs to help children in 
Sierra Leone. In a nod to service learning, 
the students developed their skills on the 
potters wheel while also helping their 
global community. Former student, Marin 

Robinson ‘08 knows the co-founder of 
Project Tumara, a non-profit organization 
working to provide scholarships for chil-
dren in Sierra Leone. Their contribution 
was part of 500 Mugs for Sierra Leone, 
an art exhibition of handmade mugs do-
nated by potters from CT, PA, and NC. 
Mugs may still be purchased and dona-
tions made on their website:  
http://www.projecttumara.org - 100% of 
the proceeds go to Project Tumara. 
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Visual Arts Nicholas Canova, Curriculum Coordinator 

Students at the elementary and middle 
school level recently completed the Con-
necticut Physical Fitness Assessment.  The 
assessment entails four individual tests: 
Pacer Test (aerobic endurance), Sit and 
Reach Test (lower body flexibility), Push-
up Test (muscular strength) and Curl-up 
Test (muscular endurance). The goals of 
the assessment program are to provide 
for continual monitoring of students’ fit-

ness levels in targeted grades; identify a 
student’s weaknesses and strengths so that 
areas in need of improvement can be 
seen and individual programs can be 
developed; inform students and parents 
about student fitness status; and inform 
schools, districts and the public about pro-
grams focusing on fitness and physical 
activity in our schools and evaluate their 
success. 

Sixth grade students at Timothy Edwards 
Middle School completed their Nutrition 
Unit which focused on healthy eating hab-
its. Students researched the government 
guidelines associated with My Plate for 
daily portion sizes. Other topics covered 
during this unit included how to read food 
labels, components of nutrients, and meal 
planning. 

 

Physical Education/Health Travis Edwards, Curriculum Coordinator 

practices which deliver content and skills 
in an integrated way.  

Toward that end, many teachers have 
begun using new materials from the DBQ 
Project in their classes. DBQs (Data-Based 
Questions) involve students in critical 
reading of primary and secondary 
sources focused around a guiding ques-
tion. For instance, students are presented 
with a query such as: Should the United 
States Have Annexed the Philippines? 
They then read, discuss, and delve into 
primary source speeches and letters, arti-
cles, maps, political cartoons, charts and 
other sources to eventually formulate an 
argument. This argument may take the 
form of an essay, a project, a debate or 
another form that the student must de-
fend. These assessments hone skills and 
address course content at the same time. 

South Windsor students attending the 
World Affairs Council Model United Na-

tions at the University of Hartford in De-
cember won half of all the top awards (3 
of 6) in the state. A.P. Government and 
Politics students competed in the “We the 
People” competition at Central Connecti-
cut State University and placed among 
the top 4 teams in the state. 

The Elementary Social Studies Committee, 
comprised of 15 teachers grades K-5 will 
meet again during the winter to discuss 
inquiry practices and resources. This dedi-
cated group of teachers has worked hard 
to bring a new common field trip to 
Grade 4 (Webb-Deane Stevens House in 
Wethersfield) and Grade 2 (Connecticut 
Historical Society). Both of these trips will 
happen in the spring. Moving toward new 
standards will guide the work of this com-
mittee as they continue to emphasize the 
importance of Social Studies for our dis-
trict’s students. 

Inquiry continues to re-focus Social Studies 
instruction at all levels. In January, Ste-
phen Armstrong, the State of Connecticut 
Social Studies advisor (pictured above) 
came to address questions and discuss the 
roll-out of new frameworks to teachers at 
both the high school and middle school 
department meetings. His message: that 
the Inquiry Arc outlined in the C3 docu-
ment will guide classroom practices and 
prepare students for college, career, and 
civic life. Teachers engaged in a conver-
sation about the importance and rele-
vance of engaging in student-centered 

Social Studies Gregory Frank, K-12 Curriculum Specialist 


